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OnlInE COURsE ManaGER

 + Online Course Manager: The online course manager contains all of the content you will 
need for your MPRE preparation, organized in the recommended sequence.

lECTURE and BaR nOTEs

 + Lecture: The on-demand online video lecture covers the course material in a series 
of lessons, each dedicated to a different topic area and set of rules. It includes 
hypotheticals to illustrate key concepts and highly tested issues.

 + Bar Notes: The Bar notes should be used in conjunction with the lecture, and you should 
take notes in the space provided. doing so will help you remember the concepts being 
lectured on and create a comprehensive reference guide for later review. The Bar notes 
can be downloaded from the online course manager.

sTUdy MaTERIals

 + Outline: The outline is a detailed and comprehensive reference tool that should be used after 
the lecture. Every outline page is accompanied by a roadmap on the left-facing page that 
shows where you are in the subject and how the various topics and Rules interrelate.

 + Bar Points: The Bar Points are a concise version of the outline covering the most essential 
legal principles needed for the MPRE. The Bar Points should be used both to familiarize 
yourself with the structure of the material that will be covered before the lecture, and as a 
review of the key concepts and rules tested on the MPRE.

Welcome / 
welcome to Kaplan Bar Review’s program for the Multistate Professional Responsibility Exam!  
Our MPRE preparation program provides a comprehensive overview of the legal rules and concepts 
tested on the MPRE. It includes exclusive tools for organizing this material and a curriculum designed to:

 + facilitate your learning,

 + improve your test-taking, and

 + optimize your exam-day performance, so that you can pass the MPRE with confidence.

This book is a companion piece to your online course, which contains the bulk of the MPRE program in 
a convenient online course manager. Below is a review of some of the key features and tools that you 
will see in the curriculum.

MPRE COURsE MaTERIals



PRaCTICE TEsTs and analysIs

 + Four Full-Length MPRE Practice Tests: your MPRE program includes four simulated exams 
so you can assess your performance under test-like conditions. Each practice test contains 
60 test-like MPRE multiple choice questions, plus explanations for every answer choice.

 + Online Workshop: For Practice Test 1, we also provide an online workshop to walk you 
through the Practice Test, question by question.

 + Qbank: The online Qbank provides more test-like MPRE multiple choice questions, plus 
explanations for every answer choice. The Qbank allows you to build custom quizzes, take 
them in a timed or untimed format, and review detailed explanations. Practicing multiple 
choice questions is essential to absorbing key legal principles and learning how to apply 
them on test day.

FlEX FlashCaRds

 + fleX Flashcards: The online interactive flashcard program tests legal principles that are 
likely to appear on the MPRE. The fleX Flashcards facilitate memorization of the law and 
help to pin-point areas of strength and weakness. 

Important note: as a student of Kaplan Bar Review, we trust you with the content for our MPRE course, including all printed 
and online content. as indicated in your enrollment agreement, this content is made available for your exclusive use and should 
not, under any circumstances, be shared with others. Kaplan Bar Review views a breach of this agreement—and the unautho-
rized use of this content—as a serious legal and ethical matter and will respond to violations with, among other actions, legal 
sanctions and notification to the character and fitness committee of your board of bar examiners. 

Q:
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Source: The National Conference of Bar Examiners; 2013 Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination Information Booklet 
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About the MPRE / MUlTIsTaTE PROFEssIOnal  
REsPOnsIBIlITy EXaMInaTIOn

ThE EXaM

 + The MPRE consists of 60 multiple-choice questions. 

 + There are 50 scored questions and 10 non-scored, pretest questions which are indistinguishable 
from those that are scored, so all 60 questions should be treated with equal regard.

 + Examinees will have two hours to answer all questions.

 + The MPRE is required in all but three states, as well as in several U.s. territories.

 + Examinees need not know rule numbers for the test, just the principles of law.

 + The purpose of the MPRE is to measure the examinee’s knowledge and understanding of 
established standards related to a lawyer’s professional conduct; the MPRE is not a test to 
determine an individual’s personal ethical values.

 + Test questions dealing with the discipline of lawyers by state disciplinary authorities apply 
the current american Bar association (aBa) Model Rules (MRs) of Professional Conduct; test 
questions covering judicial ethics apply the current aBa Model Code of Judicial Conduct (CJC).

 + The remaining questions, dealing with regulating the legal profession outside the disciplinary 
context, will be governed by the view reflected in a majority of cases, statutes, or regulations on 
the subject. 

REGIsTRaTIOn FOR ThE MPRE

The MPRE is offered three times a year: april, 
august, and november. 

To register for the MPRE, an nCBE number is 
required. an nCBE number can be requested 
online at www.ncbex.org/ncbe-number.

To register for the MPRE online, applicants  
must log onto their nCBE number account at  
www.ncbex.org/ncbe-number and proceed to 
the MPRE registration page

naTIOnal COnFEREnCE 
OF BaR EXaMInERs (nCBE)

Contact Information:
national Conference of Bar Examiners 
302 south Bedford street 
Madison, wI 53703-3622 
Phone: (608) 280-8550 
Fax: (608) 280-8552 
Email: Contact@ncbex.org 
website: www.ncbex.org
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wORds and PhRasEs UsEd On ThE MPREGlossary/

 + Subject to discipline 
asks whether the conduct described in the question would subject the lawyer to discipline 
under the provisions of the MRs, or subject the judge to discipline under the CJC.

 + May or proper
asks whether the conduct referred to or described in the question is professionally 
appropriate in that it:

 – would not subject the lawyer or judge to discipline; and
 – is not inconsistent with the Preamble, Comments, or text of the MRs or with the 

CJC; and
 – is not inconsistent with generally accepted principles of the law of lawyering.

 + Subject to litigation sanction
asks whether the conduct described in the question would subject the lawyer or the 
lawyer’s law firm to sanction by a tribunal such as fine, fee forfeiture, disqualification, 
punishment for contempt, or other sanction.

 + Subject to disqualification
asks whether the conduct described in the question would subject the lawyer or the 
lawyer’s law firm to disqualification as counsel in a civil or criminal matter.

 + Subject to civil liability
asks whether the conduct described in the question would subject the lawyer or the 
lawyer’s law firm to civil liability, such as claims arising from malpractice, misrepresentation, 
or breach of fiduciary duty.

 + Subject to criminal liability
asks whether the conduct described in the question would subject the lawyer to criminal 
liability for participation in or for aiding and abetting criminal acts, such as prosecution for 
insurance or tax fraud, destruction of evidence, or obstruction of justice.

 + Bar, state bar, or state disciplinary authority
refers to the appropriate agency in the jurisdiction with authority to administer the 
standards for admission to practice and for maintenance of professional competence and 
integrity. 

 + Certified specialist
means a lawyer who has been so certified by the appropriate agency in the jurisdiction in 
which the lawyer practices. 

The MPRE uses certain words and phrases in the question-call with meanings specific to the 
examination: 



///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Source: The National Conference of Bar Examiners; 2013 Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination Information Booklet 
(www.ncbex.org)

sCOPE OF COvERaGESubject Matter /

I. Regulation of the Legal Profession  
                        (6–12%)
a. Powers of courts and other bodies to regulate lawyers
B. admission to the profession
C. Regulation after admission—lawyer discipline
d. Mandatory and permissive reporting of professional misconduct
E. Unauthorized practice of law—by lawyers and nonlawyers
F. Multijurisdictional practice
G. Fee division with a nonlawyer
h. law firm and other forms of practice
I. Responsibilities of partners, managers, supervisory and 

subordinate lawyers
J. Restrictions on right to practice

II. The Client-Lawyer Relationship  
                         (10–16%)
a. Formation of client-lawyer relationship
B. scope, objective, and means of the representation
C. decision-making authority—actual and apparent
d. Counsel and assistance within the bounds of the law
E. Termination of the client-lawyer relationship
F. Client-lawyer contracts
G. Communications with the client
h. Fees

III. Client Confidentiality  
                        (6–12%)
a. attorney-client privilege
B. work-product doctrine
C. Professional obligation of confidentiality—general rule
d. disclosures expressly or impliedly authorized by client
E. Other exceptions to the confidentiality rule

IV. Conflicts of Interest  
                         (12–18%)
a. Current client conflicts—multiple clients and joint representation
B. Current client conflicts—lawyer’s personal interest or duties
C. Former client conflicts
d. Prospective client conflicts
E. Imputed conflicts
F. acquiring an interest in litigation
G. Business transactions with clients
h. Third-party compensation and influence
I. lawyers currently or formerly in government service
J. Former judge, arbitrator, mediator, or other third-party neutral

V. Competence, Legal Malpractice, and Other Civil Liability                           
    (6–12%)
a. Maintaining competence
B. Competence necessary to undertake representation
C. Exercising diligence and care
d. Civil liability to client, including malpractice
E. Civil liability to nonclients
F. limiting liability for malpractice
G. Malpractice insurance and risk prevention

VI. Litigation and Other Forms of Advocacy  
                         (10–16%)
a. Meritorious claims and contentions
B. Expediting litigation
C. Candor to the tribunal

d. Fairness to opposing party and counsel
E. Impartiality and decorum of the tribunal
F. Trial publicity
G. lawyer as witness

VII. Transactions and Communications with 
Persons Other Than Clients  
                        (2–8%)
a. Truthfulness in statements to others
B. Communications with represented persons
C. Communications with unrepresented persons
d. Respect for rights of third persons

VIII. Different Roles of the Lawyer  
                        (4–10%)
a. lawyer as advisor
B. lawyer as evaluator
C. lawyer as negotiator
d. lawyer as arbitrator, mediator, or other third-party neutral
E. Prosecutors and other government lawyers
F. lawyer appearing in nonadjudicative proceeding
G. lawyer representing an entity or other organization

IX. Safekeeping Funds and Other Property  
                           (2–8%)
a. Establishing and maintaining client trust accounts
B. safekeeping funds and other property of clients
C. safekeeping funds and other property of third persons
d. disputed claims

X. Communications About Legal Services  
                        (4–10%)
a. advertising and other public communications about legal services
B. solicitation—direct contact with prospective clients
C. Group legal services
d. Referrals
E. Communications regarding fields of practice and specialization

XI. Lawyers’ Duties to the Public and the Legal System  
                      (2–4%)
a. voluntary pro bono service
B. accepting appointments
C. serving in legal services organizations
d. law reform activities affecting client interests
E. Criticism of judges and adjudicating officials
F. Political contributions to obtain engagements or appointments
G. Improper influence on government officials
h. assisting judicial misconduct

XII. Judicial Conduct  
                        (2–8%)
a. Maintaining the independence and impartiality of the judiciary
B. Performing the duties of judicial office impartially, competently, 

and diligently
C. Ex parte communications
d. disqualification
E. Extrajudicial activities

The following subject matter outline indicates the MPRE’s scope of coverage and the approximate 
percentage of items that are included in each major area. 


